1 he runny Fages

THE STRIP PART 27: /O p.m.
HERE? WHAT? THIS SACRAMENTO? PHIL OFFERED ME A RIDE,SO
ISN>T SACRAMENTO... A N Y WA Y. OF COURSE 1 EAGERLY ACCEPTED..,
YEAH...ISN’T THAT GOD, WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME I'D RIDDEN IN A CAR WITH
WHERE YOU LIVE? A BOY? AND, AS WE APPROACHED THE APARTMENT MY

HEART STARTED BEATING SO HARD 1 THOUGHT I WA
GONNA BARF... WHY DO I ALWAYS FALL FOR PEOPLE SO FAST?

...SO THEN THE OH WAIT/ HERE.... F
PLUMBER FINALLY IT'S LEFT HERE.., )

SHOWED UP AND-- SORRY SORRY...

WOW, 1T IS NICE.,
THAT’S SOME BEAUTIFUL
STAINED GLASS..,

OH GOD..SORRY.,
YEAH...NO, T
WAS TOTALLY
LYING ABOUT

OH... BECAUSE TOM 1S 1 GUESS 1 WAS
ALWAYS SO ALL IN YOUR JUST TEASING HIM
FACE ABOUT THAT A LITTLE BIT

GENTRIFICATION™ STUFF ..,

A ONDA Y PULSE THROUMING TN
. PROBABLY BUILT SECONDS, MY PULSE TH
MY EARS ... SLOWLY, MY FINGERS
AROUND: [200:08'50. 895 TURNED, UPWARD 10 FINDHS haye
, PALM...T WAITED, BUT Hi
§ P A ad AND ASARM, RERSSURING
e WAVE SWEPT OVER ME, SNAGGING
\tai MY BREATH AND STOPFING IN My
THROAT,
STICL, FROM EXPERIENCE, T°D
LEARNED 70 EXPECT THE WORST...

UM.. OH~-1 DON'T
KNOW.. THEY’RE..

ARE THE CEILINGS
11 OR 12 FEET?

.YOU “ONLY WANT
TO BE FRIENDS:.

H ,GHml YOU CAN COME

UP AND SEE
THEM, IF YOU --

1 MEAN, YOU DON'T
HAVE TO...T'M SURE
NOU'VE GOT TO GO..,

SOMETHING...A
TIME-LAPSE TULIP..

SOMEWHERE IN
THE VICINITY OF
MY LOWER
ABDOMEN...

"REALLY 270k sovries fuar

R 1 SWEAR I CROSS VOUR
IN SCHOOL HE’D ALWAYS LIKED ME BUT THAT b . WILL CALLYOU ] HEART AND HOPE
HE’D BEEN IN AN EXTREMELY LONG TERM RELATION- TO DIE AND STICK
SHIP (WHICH, ACTUALLY, HAD ONLY RECENTLY ENDED), A NEEDLE IN

SO HE WAS STILL VERY EMOTIONALLY CONFUSED YOUR EVE?
BY THE WHOLE SITUATION, EVEN THOUGH HE KNEW
{T WAS THE RIGHT THING TO D

IN SHORT, HE SAID HE JUST D\DN T WANT TO JUMP
INTO ANYTHING RIGHT AWAY, BECAUSE (T WOULDN’T
BE FAIR TO ANYONE, ESPECIALLY ME, WHICH T AGREED
WITH .. T WAS SO IMPRESSED BY HiS MATURITY,
HIS KINDNESS...

OKAY WHAT YOU
SAID

BUT AT 10:54 PM. TWO

SATURDAYS FROM NOW

I°LL EXPECT TO HEAR

T JUST NEeD A COUPLE FROM YOU, MR. PHILIP
OF WEEKS, THAT'S ALL .., HUFNAGLE

GOD, 1 SAID SO MANY
STUPID THINGS ...1 KEEP
PLAYING THEM BACK IN
MY MIND, WISHING I

HADN'T LET THEM QUT.., THIS DAY HAS ARE YOU SURE
BEEN SO WEIRD ) YOU DON’T WANT
1F I"VE LEARNED ONE W TO COME UP NOW,

1 THINK IT’D BE
REALLY FUN TO
GO OUT WITH YOU

THING, IT°S NOT TO ) ANYWAY?
APPEAR OVEREAGER...




