THE STRIP

THE PLUMBER FINALLY SHOWED UP RIGHT AT 5,
ARRIVING IN A BEAT-UP STATION WAGON THAT MUST?VE
BEEN 30 YEARS OLD...HE HAULED HIMSELF UP THE
STAIRS SLOWLY, CARRYING A TOOLBOX AND A PLASTIC
BUCKET FILLED WITH BIG BLACK WRENCHES, TRYING
AS BEST HE COULD TO CONCEAL HIS LABORED BREATHING..,
HE HAD A CUTE NAME, THOUGH... MR. BELL ...

ARE YOU SURE YOU DON’T
NEED A HAND WITH THAT?
MISS HITTY, NO!

hh LET’S GO

HAVE A LOOK

AT THAT CAN,
THOUGH

PART 22: 5p.m.

SOMEBODY JAMMED A
CRUTCH UNDER YOUR
TANK FLOAT

HIS SOUR BREATH SMELLED LIKE WET WOOD,
WITH A VAGUE ASHY STALENESS OF CiGAR-
ETTES, AND HIS COAT LOOKED AS IF 177D SPENT
THE SUMMER WADDED UP ON THE FLOOR
OF HIS CAR..EVERY MOVEMENT HE MADE
SEEMED EXCESSIVELY LOUD, AND THE
BATHROOM SUDDENLY FELT VERY CRAMPED,
DISORIENTING ME SORT OF THE WAY THAT
LEAVING A MATINEE MOVIE DOES WHEN YOU
STEP OUT ONTO THE
BLINDING CONCRETE
OF THE PARKING LOT.. § UM... WELL, 1T"S
WHAT T HAD HANDY

I GUESS T JUST
HADN’T HAD A
VISITOR IN A LONG

TIME, THAT’S ALL...

I REALLY DIDN’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH MYSELF WHILE HE
WAS CROUCHED DOWN ON MY FLOOR PLUNGING HIS HANDS INTO
GOD KNOWS WHAT, THOUGH ... 1 COULDN’T TELL |F HE WANTED
ME TO LEAVE HIM ALONE OR NOT.. I FOUND MVYSELF APOLOGIZING

AND NOT ONLY THAT...
HE'D LIVED IN MY
VERY APARTMENT,

WELL, |T WAS
RESOURCEFUL ...

FOR WEIRD STUFF, LIKE NOT CLEANING OR THE RADIO BEING ON SURE U;‘g%&@g@gw OF MAINTERARCE
IN THE KITCHEN CWHICH I°D PUT ON TO DROWN OUT THE YELLING OF 1 RonTe GUY FOR THE WHOLE

MY DOWNSTAIRS NEIGHRBOR...)

Tl BUILDING [N EXCHANGE
| FOR A RENT DISCOUNT,.,
APPARENTLY, HIS WIFE
HAD ENDURED A TRYING
PREGNANCY, AND HE’D
HAD TO QUIT HIS JOB TO
STAY HOME TO LOOK
AFTER HER.. EVEN
AFTER HIS DAUGHTER
WAS BORN AND HE
AND HIS WIFE MOVED
AWAY, HE STAYED ON
CALL AS THE BUILDINGYS
HANDYMAN ..,
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YEAH, THESE WALLS ARE

PAPER-THIN ... USED TO DRIVE
ME AND MY WIFE NUTS

WHEN WE WERE LIVIN’ HERE

WAIT... YOU
LIVED HERE?
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NOT REALLY..T
DON’T REALLY
PLAY SPORTS...

IT"S MORE OF A,
UH, LIFE INJURY

NOW, I DON’T WANNA
OFFEND OR ANYTHING..

YEAH, THE OLD LADY WAS
REAL NICE TO US... HEY,
CAN I ASK YOU SOMETHING

BUT DID YOU PUT ANY, UH,
KINDA FEMININE
PROTECTION IN HERE

RECENTLY?
’f?
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OHJEEZ, HONEY, . T

’

DION’T MEAN TO BE / g \
3\
\L WHAT%WTSHé 5%?%%@8 Do YEAH, T LIKED BUT THE WIFE §fl NEIGHBORHOOD
< TELL & TRUTH? DES, 5 |
OKAY.. GOOD... BECAUSE THOSE  § (T WAGN'T LIKE HE WAS GOING 70 | (T HERE FINE WANTED TO WAS CHANGIN,
THINGS ARE MADE TO ABSORB FIND OUT OR ANYTHING,. ( BUT YTKNOW.,
MOISTURE AND’LL SWELL UP AND REALLY — WHY DO THEY SaAY v .
BLOCK THE PIPES SURE AS e TLUSHABLE ™ [T THEV'RE NOT? — .,F—-),—‘
SHOOTIN' EVERY TIME.T ALWAYS | 50\r THey Do RESEARCH?) .
HEY, THAT’S COOL... TOLD \A//é\( \%B{FAETAng gg}%ﬂ%"” 2 F Y
1 ACTUALLY LIKE BELIEVE V i MOSTLY, T WAS JUST WANTING TO
IT WHEN PEOPLE NO... NO, OF DON'T FLUSH THE GODDAMNED | EE7 Bt 10 ASKING Hit ABOUT |50 We E0OND T~
DON'T NOTICE . COURSE NOT .. THING! WHAT [T WAS LIKE TO LIVE HERE, | NICE PLACE IN 3
ESPECIALLY GUYS... AND ASK ABOUT THE OLD LADY AND IF HILLSIDE -
HE’D EVER SEEN ANY OF HER PAINT-
! ! INGS... BUT, LIKE MOST PEOPLE,
HE WASN’T LONG ON DETAIL AND [N ),
JUST KEPT MENTIONING PERSONAL ?)
FACTS THAT DIDN’T [NTEREST ME..,

WELL.., NOT MY
WIFE . SHE PASSED —
A FEW YEARS BACK... YEAH, WELL..,YOU TAKE WHAT THE LORD
N DISHES OUT AND KEEP GOIN’,..|T GETS
LONELY SOMETIMES, BUT THAT’S THE
SR WAY |T GOES, I GUESS..

$0..YOUR DAUGHTER
15... AWAY AT SCHOOL
THEN, OR .2

AND...YOU AND YOUR
WIFE STILL LIVE
THERE?
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OH... JEEZ.
I"M SORRY...
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