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PART 19: 2p.m.
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AFTER THE RAIN
STOPPED, THE SUN
CAME BACK OUT AND
H{GHLIGHTED THE
TOPS OF THE TREES
IN A WAY THAT T°VE
LOVED EVER SINCE
1 WAS AKID...

SO, UH, WHAT IS HE
GONNA DO, THEN?

SINCE 1 COULDNT
LEAVE, T DECIDED

TO CALL MY FOLKS,
JUST TO GET IT OVER
WITH... T DON'T KNOW..
EVER SINCE MOM RE-
TIRED A COUPLE OF
VEARS AGO, OUR CONVER-
GATIONS HAVE TAKEN ON
AN ODD QUALITY, AND

T DREAD THEM....
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AND FROM THE INTENSITY OF HER TONE, YOU'D JEEZ.. WELL,. THAT
THINK SHE WAS WORKING (N THE UNIVERSITY DOESN’T SOUND GOOD..,
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT RIGHT ALONGSIDE HIM..

HONEY, FINISH YOUR
BREAKFAST AND LET'S
GO...T"VE STILL GOT
TWO TESTS 10 RUN OFF
BEFORE FIRST PERIOD/

THl N G IS DAD NEVER REALLY WAS ALL THAT

s TALKATIVE .. HE’S ALWAYS HAD THIS SORT OF
SEDATE, KEEP-TQ-HIMSELF QUALITY, AND T NEVER WOULD’VE
OCCURRED TO ME THAT HE WAS IN ANY WAY UNHAPPY WITH HIS
JOB, NOR DID HE SEEM TO WANT ANYONE TO ASK HIM ABOUT IT..,

EVERYTHING
OKAY, HONEY?

I MEAN, I'M SURE SHE’S HAPPY NOT
TO BE TEACHING ANYMORE, BUT 1
SORT OF MISS HER CRANKY, HIGH-
STRUNG GELF... SHE SEEMED 'S0
MUCH MORE AL/VE WHEN SHE WAS
BUSY ALL THE TIME ... NOW SHE JUST
FOCUSES ON HOUS‘E\NORH OR THE"
YARD OR,WORST OFALL, DADS PROB-
LEMS, AS [F THEY WERE HER OWN..

YES, MISS KITTY’S LOVE YOU,T0OO..,
600D., .HUNGRY, TALK TO YOU
AS USUAL,.HA HA

ME? NO, NOT MUCH

O REPORT, REALLY...

THE USUAL,Y'KNOW..,
WORKING ...

OH, SCHROEDINGER,
HEIDEGGER, SHUT UP?

DL L LA 40

BU OBV!GUSLV 1 DON'T WANT TO BE A BAD DAUGHTER, SO WHENEVER SHE MEN- S MOSTLY T WONDER IF MOM 1S TRYING TO
TlONS SOMETHING LIKE THIS ABOUT DAD, I FEEL LIKE I SHOULD ASK HIM TELL ME THAT DAD'S SPENT ALL HIS LIFE "SUF-
ABOUT IT, TO! MEAN, SHE MUST BE TELLING ME FOR [ REASON, RIGHT? FERING IN SILENCE,”OR 1S TRYING TO SEND ME SOME KIND OF MESSAGE
ABOUT ME BEING INSENSITIVE TO HIM.. OR MAYBE SHE JUST REALLY
1S BORED OUT OF HER MIND AND 1S ONLY LIVING VICARIOUSLY
THROUGH HIM, AND I°M BLOWING IT ALL OUT OF PROPORTION..,

YEAH, NO I'M WAITING
FOR ONE TO COME RIGHT
NOW, ACTUALLY.,,

YES, I TRIED
PLUNGING I T
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NAH,..NOT TOO
MUCH... JUST
HANGING OUT..

I
|
THOUGH HE ALWA‘(S | WELL, WHATEVER [T IS, T DONT KNOW WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT... IT’S EASIER
JUST SAYS THAT OH, T DON'T KNOW... SIMPLY TO DO NOTHING, ACTUALLY,.. JUST LET THE CONVERSATION PLAY ITSELF
CEVERYTHING'S FINE? THE TOILET CLOGGED UP.. OUT AND SOMEHOW REASSURE THEM THROUGH THE TONE (OF MY VOICE THAT T

LOVE THEM BOTH AND THAT T WISH THEM THE VERY BEST..,

REALLY, WE MUST'VE ALREADY EXCHANGED HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF WORDS
OVER THE PAST 3 DECADES AND HOW MANY CAN T GENUINELY REMEMBER? 100?507
AND MOST OF THOSE ARE FROM THE
FEW FIGHTS WENE (1AD. ANYWAY..

NO, 1T°S ABOUT SOMETLHNG LOVE YOU,T00.. BYE
ELSE ... A FRIENDLY "WAVE™, Ao Y
RERROWLESMRT "G Soe™ ’
THING HALFWAY BETWEEN
REMEMBERING AND FORGETTING .
JUST BEING THERE, I GUESS..

THAT IT7S SIMPLY HOW?S THAT FOR EXCITING?
“THE USUAL STUFF
EVERYONE DEALS WITH.”

- WHICH MEANS THAT WE END UP
TALKING ABOUT ALL THE MUNDANE
THINGS GOING ON (N MY LIFE,
LIKE WE ALWAYS HAVE.

SO, UH, MOM SA[D WEIRD
STUFF {5 GOING ON AT
WORK,OR SOMETHING?

LULLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL L L L




