THE STRIP

APARTMENT.

HE YELLED AND YELLED AT
ME, SAYING THAT T WAS AN
INCOMPETENT LANDLORD
AND THAT FOR WHAT HE
WAS PAYING HE COULD
FIND A “MUCH NICER”
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WELL,YES
HELLO, MR--
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HE DIDN’T EVEN EXTEND //
ME THE COURTESY OF A

GREETING ... HE JUST BEGAN ,
BY VELLING AT ME..
YE-- VES, T AM MR | R

AWARE THAT THERE
IS A PROBLEM WITH
THE PLUMBING --
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WHY WOULD ANYONE BE SO

SINGULARLY RUDE, ANYWAN?

WHY WOULD YOU NOT EVEN

LISTEN WHEN SOMEONE 1S -8
SIMPLY TRYING TO ANSWER YOu? =Ty

1 WAS TEMPTED BY HIS
TONE O OFFER HIM THE
OPTION OF MOVING INTO
ONE OF THESE OTHER
«APARTMENTS,” BUT 1
REFRAINED...

AND TO THINK 1 HOPED TO
FIND A HUSBAND IN THE
POOL OF BACHELORS TO WHOM
T WAS RENTING...

BESIOES, AFTER FATHER
AND_MOTHER DIED, WHAT
ELSE WAS T TODO? 1T
WASN’T MY CHOICE...

BESIDES, T KNOW WHAT I
CHARGE (5 VERY COMPETITIVE.,
T°VE LIVED IN THIS NEIGH-
BORHOOD MY WHOLE LIFE,.
AND T ONLY EVER ASK WHAT
T NEED TO GET BY..
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1"VE PROBABLY REPAIRED W
MORE PLUMBING IN MYy

LIFE THAN HE'S EVER

EVEN SEEN...

WHAT A FooL
1 WAS
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T'VE LIVED MY WHOLE L|FE
AFRAID OF PEOPLE ...

T NEVER SHOULD HAVE
BROUGHT UP REMEMBERING
THAT SHE’D BEEN TO ART

SCHOOL , TOO ... (T MADE ME
APPEAR OVEREAGER... IT
PUT PRESSURE ON HER...

EVEN THIS MORNING,I WAS

TERRIFIED TALKING TO THAT

GIRL, WORRIED THAT SHE'D
DISLIKE ME

OH, I"VE NEVER BEEN
ANYTHING BUT A STUPID

OLD LANDLADY, OF NO
INTEREST TO ANYONE. ..

...BUT I DON'T NEED
SOMEONE WHO'S BARELY
MORE THAN A BOY TO

TELL ME S0/

AS IT TURNED QUT, IT WASN'T
THE PLUMBER (OR ANYONE ELSE,
FOR THAT MATTER) LETTING HIM-l] GOSH, IT°S REALLY COMING
SELF IN..IT WAS JUST THE GUY DOWN OUT THERE, ISN'T [T,
DOWNSTAIRS YELLING AT SOME- MISS WITTY?
ONE ON THE PHONE...HIS GIRL ’
FRIEND AGAIN, PROBABLY...
THING 15, THE MORE L

HEARD HIS VOICE, THE MORE IT
SEEMED TO REMIND' ME OF SOME-
ONE, LIKE WHEN AN ACTOR RE-
MINDS YOU GF ONE OF YOUR FRIENDS,
BUT YOU CAN’T THINK WHO...
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