THE STRIP

L MeaN. ¥ou caN
= HEAR ALMOST EVERY- | We*D BETTER TAKE
UGH .. HARD TO THING M NEIGHEORS R SHOWER NOW
STAND UP, ISN°T RE SAYING WHEN
T MISs KTy THEY’RE YELLING AT
’ : EACH OTHER CWHICH
THEY HAVE BEEN A
LOT LATELY, AS I
MENTIONED EARLIER.,.)

TSSSSHT

DON’T WANT TO
MISS THE PLUMBER

I GUESS THEY
JUST FIGURE 1
CAN'T HEAR THEM,
OR SOMETHING..

1T°’S AMAZING HOW THIN MAYBE HE’S NOT A DRINKER, ACTUALLY...] SHOULDN'T
THE WALLS OF THIS ALWAVYS ASSUME THE WORST OF PEOPLE ... MAYBE HE
BUILDING ARE ... JUST WORKS LATE OR SOMETHING...I KNOW SHE’S
& GONE EVERY DAY FROM WAY EARLY TO AT LEAST FIVE,
(\ 50 SHE MUST HAVE SOME KIND OF REGULAR JOB...

o 1 CAN'T EVER TELL WHETHER HE'S HOME
DURING THE DAY OR NOT, THOUGH... SOMETIMES I'tL
THINK HE®S GONE BUT THEN 1’LL HEAR THE DOOR
SHUT, AND I’LL REALIZE HE'S BEEN THERE ALL ALONG...

GOD_ KNOWS
WHAT THEY MUST
THINK OF ME...

I CAN ALWAYS TELL (F
THEY’RE COMING QR
GOING BECAUSE OF THE

TINKLING OF THEIR KEYS ‘ E l E
AND THE DEADBOLT... ; ;

.1 THOUGHT GUYS GAVE UP
ON THAT CUNNILINGUAL
EDDIE VAN HALEN STUFF
IN HIGH SCHOOL ...

COME TO THINK OF IT,
MAYBE HE’S IN SOME KIND
OF BAR BAND AND STAYS
OUT PARTYING ALL NIGHT
LONG AND SHE’S JUST
GOTTEN SICK OF HIS WHOLE
CMUSIC THING ™.

wmnt W CERTAINLY
AREN'T I\ ni(|
il milnt INTO

WA ((GONE NNl
IF 1 HEAR THAT SOUND By P TTEY
AFTER THE DOOR SHUTS, THEN Min2

1 KNOW THEY?RE LEAVING,
WHICH 1S ALWAYS 4 NICE
FEELING, BECAUSE THEN 1

CAN TURN UPTHE STEREO _;K
OR WHATEVER.. C

THIS DOESN’T APPLY

1"VE GOTTEN 50 USED TO WHENEVER HES PRAC-
THE SOUND T ALMOST TICING HIS STUPID ELECTRIC
DON’T HEAR (T, ACTUALLY.. GUITAR, THOUGH ... THERE’S
SOMETIMES IT°S SO MUCH NO MISTAKING THAT...
ON THE PERIPHERY OF y OVER AND OVER AND
MY CONSCIOUSNESS T OVER, THE SAME INCESSANT
HAVE TO REALLY STRAIN } “LICH?...

TO REMEMBER WHETHER

OR NOT I HEARD IT..

GOD KNOWS I GOT SICK
OF IT PRETTY QUICKLY...

ALL T KNOW IS THAT orrm .
SHE SURE SOUNDED MAD LOOK ... "miing
AT HIM, FOR AT LEAST AS :‘“:(Vr:tl)’wn riv\.l‘:‘;u'n':
MUCH AS T COULD HEAR... T A 50

AT LEAST I’VE NEVER
OON’T | HAD TO HEAR THEM HAVING
ToucH ME? SEX...THERE’S NOTHING
WORSE THAN THAT... T
STILL REMEMBER THOSE
JERKS IN THE APARTMENT
NEXT TO MINE IN COLLEGE
WITH THEIR SQUEAKY
BED THAT'D POUND AGAINST
MY WALL WHILE T WAS
TRYING TO STUDY...

IT WOULDN’T HAVE
BEEN QUITE SO BAD IF
IT HADN’T BEEN FOR
ALL THEIR HISTRIONIC
BLEATING AND YELPING...

CTHE HLI!:A)AN . THERE WAS NO MISTAKING
ANIMAL™, IT.. A MAN'S VOICE ... AN
q < | ANGRY MAN’S VOICE ... AS

CLEAR AS DAY...
I GUESS THAT'S WHAT

MAKES US “HUMAN, ™

THOUGH, RIGHT?

“LANGUAGE AND COM-
MUNICATION..

1 SAT THERE FOR A FEW SECONDS, TREMBLING..I KNEW
1°D LOCKED THE FRONT DOCR...OR HAD I7 I TRIED TO RE-
MEMBER WHAT TIME THE OLD LADY HAD TOLD ME TO
EXPECT THE PLUMBER, BUT THE MORE I THOUGHT
ABOUT IT, THE MORE "UNCERTAIN IT SEEMED TO BECOME..
SHE WOULDN’T HAVE GIVEN THE PLUMBER A HEY, WOULD SHE?

JESUS., WHAT
THE D#X%
IS THAT?!




